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University of Colorado
Founded in 1876 at the foot of the

Flatirons, 138 years has transformed
the University of Colorado from a lone
building on a bleak, windswept hill to
one of the nation's leading public
research institutions. Established in
1861, the University was formally
founded in 1876, the year Colorado
became a state. 

The Boulder campus encompasses
almost 800 acres on the main campus,
east campus (which includes a research
park), Williams Village and the
Mountain Research Station north of
nearby Nederland (which supports
ecology, chemistry and geology). In
1996 the Board of Regents purchased
308 acres of land in unincorporated
Boulder County, now informally known
as the south campus, in an effort to
insure the growth of the University
well into the 21st century.

While almost 30,000 students are
educated on the main campus, anoth-
er 13,000 study at the University of
Colorado at Denver, the University of
Colorado Anschutz Campus (Aurora)
and the University of Colorado at
Colorado Springs. Nine elected
Regents and President Bruce Benson lead the four-campus system,
while each campus has a Chancellor who serves as the chief aca-
demic and administrative officer. Dr. Phil DiStefano is in his sixth
year as the chancellor of the Boulder campus.

Students can enter any of 10 schools and colleges offering more than
2,500 courses in 150 fields, representing a full range of disciplines in
the humanities, social sciences, physical and biological sciences, the
fine and performing arts, and the professions. CU-Boulder is regularly
ranked among the best of the United States’ public universities by the
Fiske Guide to Colleges, and a 2010 USA Today/Princeton Review survey
rated the University of Colorado as the fifth-best value among American
public colleges. CU was recently ranked as the No. 33 university in the
world by the Times Higher Education.

CU-Boulder has played a major role in NASA space programs,
designing and building many scientific instruments flown in outer
space, and graduated 18 men and women who became astronauts,
including the late Jack Swigert, one of the three astronauts in the
crippled Apollo 13 mission who made it dock to Earth safely from the
moon. When the Hubble Space Telescope was launched in 1990, it was
carrying seven major instruments, including a high-resolution
spectrograph to study the evolution of stars and designed and built by
an international science team led by astronomer Jack Brandt of CU-
Boulder. Since Hubble has been up, CU-Boulder faculty and students
have been among the top users of Hubble of any institution in the
world. CU- Boulder is the only university in the country where
undergraduate students have operated a NASA satellite.

The University has produced 19 Rhodes Scholars, five of which were
former football student-athletes at CU, with Jim Hansen the most

recent recipient in 1992. Faculty member Thomas Cech, a distinguished
professor of chemistry and biochemistry, won the 1989 Nobel Prize in
chemistry. Other notable alumni include former United States Supreme
Court Justice Byron “Whizzer” White, former big band leader Glenn
Miller and actors Robert Redford and Chris Meloni, the latter starring for
years on Law & Order: Special Victims Unit, and the creators of South
Park, Trey Parker and Matt Stone.

If the aphorism, “Somewhere between the Rockies and reality,”
seems too good to believe, then come for a visit. Start with a walk on
the historic Pearl Street Mall, a downtown pedestrian mall that is the
ceremonial heart of the city actually that works despite the efforts of
its street theatre. 

Visitors may be so taken in by the scenery, the mall, Tudors and
Victorians they may forget the University that put it all together. From
Pearl, Broadway leads directly onto campus where the University of
Colorado Museum and the CU Heritage Center, in the original Old Main
building, which introduces the University’s past and present. The
recently completed ATLAS building is one of the most state-of-the-art
structures on any college campus.

Take in the fresh mountain air on any part of 100 miles of trails and
30,000 acres of open space. Climb the Flatirons or in Eldorado Canyon
State Park. Swim or board sail at the Boulder Reservoir while elite
runners sprint around it. Take in a pro sporting event down the road in
Denver, just one of 13 cities with teams in all four pro leagues.

Rest assured, like the prophesy of an Arapaho Indian Chief, “If you
leave Boulder, you will return.”


